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military effort within Operation En-
during Freedom that helped break the
back of the Taliban and al-Qaida in Af-
ghanistan. It is fitting to take time to
remember the sacrifice of the partici-
pants in that noble undertaking in the
mountains of Afghanistan, and to ask
Americans to pray for those who gave
their lives. Let us also pause to recall
the continuing efforts of our armed
forces and civilian national security
employees in Operation Enduring Free-
dom, and in the global war on ter-
rorism. We are profoundly grateful for
the sacrifices of all, and offer our pray-
ers and deep gratitude to them and to
their families.

On March 1, 2002, Americans went
into battle near Gardez, Afghanistan,
with Afghan and other allies, to attack
al-Qaida and Taliban forces in eastern
Afghanistan. Over the course of seven
days, our forces engaged and defeated
determined terrorist forces throughout
mountains and rough terrain, at ele-
vations as high as 12,000 feet, and in
temperatures that dropped to 15 de-
grees Fahrenheit at night.

During Operation Anaconda, Amer-
ican Special Operations Forces com-
bined with elements of the 101st Air-
borne Division, the 10th Mountain Di-
vision, and other aviation and ground
units representing several allied na-
tionalities to bring the war begun on
September 11, 2001, directly to the ter-
rorists and their supporters.

On March 4, 2002, a small American
force came under night attack at a des-
olate mountain base at Takur Ghar. As
a result of the ensuing engagement,
seven Americans died. They gave their
lives while trying to help each other, in
a remote and forbidding place where
their duty and their devotion to one
another and their families had taken
them. These seven Americans—like all
Americans, civilian and uniformed,
now engaged in the noble effort to end
the terrorist threat to our Nation—
were volunteers. They didn’t have to be
on Takur Ghar, but when called they
did not hesitate to step forward and
say ‘‘send me.” As a testament to their
heroism, at least eight Silver Stars,
the Nation’s second highest medal for
valor, were awarded to participants in
the battle along with almost thirty
Bronze stars and numerous other
awards.

Mr. President, Americans and their
allies gave their lives during Operation
Anaconda and elsewhere in Afghani-
stan. Americans and their allies have
given their lives in other engagements
in Operation Enduring Freedom.

Let us take a moment to reflect upon
the sacrifices of those who died on
Takur Ghar, and on other remote bat-
tlefields in the war on terrorism. Let
us rededicate ourselves to ensuring the
safety of home and hearth for their
families, and for ours. Finally, let the
Senate and all Americans show deep
gratitude for their unselfish decisions
to step forward and say ‘‘send me.”’
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TRIBUTE TO NEW HAMPSHIRE
POSTAL WORKERS

e Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, con-
trary to popular belief, this motto,
which appears on a number of postal
buildings, is not the official motto of
the United States Postal Service. But
it certainly could have been this past
winter in the Granite State, where we
suffered through some of the coldest
temperatures and heaviest snowfalls in
recent memory.

In spite of these challenges, Postal
Services employees in New Hampshire
have achieved record performance. On-
time First-Class overnight mail service
is at all-time record levels, and cus-
tomer satisfaction is at 98 percent. In
addition, New Hampshire’s Postal em-
ployees re the safest in the Northeast
and among the safest in the nation.
Under ordinary working conditions,
these achievements would be impres-
sive. When you consider the bone
chilling cold and seemingly relentless
snows of these past few months, these
achievements are even more remark-
able and indicative of the dedication
and commitment of New Hampshire’s
Postal employees.

While the New Hampshire District of
the United States Postal Service has
always been among the national lead-
ers in serving and satisfying their cus-
tomers, I want to publicly thank each
of New Hampshire’s 4,000 Postal em-
ployees for their tireless efforts, espe-
cially over these past few months: the
employees are the processing and dis-
tribution plants who made sure that
the mail was ready for timely dispatch
despite the concelled flights and closed
roads caused by the inclement weather,
the maintenance people who Kkept the
sorting machines running efficiently as
well as the employees who maintained
the vehicles so that mail could be
transported safely and on time; letter
carriers that withstood the cold, brutal
weather and traversed through moun-
tains of snow to provide delivery to
their customers; and the clerks in the
post offices who cheerfully greeted cus-
tomers and gladly handed over mail
rendered undeliverable in areas with
impassible roads.

I also would like to give a well-de-
served thank you to the postal cus-
tomers in our great state who worked
so hard to maintain safe access to their
mail receptacles. Clearly, mail service
this past winter was a team effort re-
quiring patience and cooperation
among and between Postal employees
and New Hampshire’s Postal cus-
tomers. Once again, New Hampshire’s
hardy residents and Postal employees
delivered.e®

—
HONORING THE LOUISVILLE
BALLET
e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I have

the privilege and honor of rising today
to recognize the Louisville Ballet, the
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State Ballet of Kentucky. Last week,
this organization celebrated its 50th
anniversary in the performing arts.
This occasion was marked by special
performances and educational events
throughout the week.

This company originally started as a
civic ballet company, performing on a
production-by-production basis. It was
not until 1975, when eight dancers were
hired as an ensemble company, that
the company achieved professional rec-
ognition and status. Now, 50 years
later, the Louisville Ballet employs
over 30 dancers, occupies the award-
winning Louisville Ballet Center, ad-
ministers the Louisville Ballet School,
and reaches over 100,000 people every
year. Their reputation for excellence in
the arts drew the world-famous dancer
Mikhail Baryshnikov to perform with
the company for two seasons during
the late seventies.

In addition to bringing excellence in
performing arts to thousands of ballet
fans, the company takes immense pride
in its educational outreach programs
offered to students. Through in-school,
in-theater, and in-studio programs,
students gain a behind-the-scenes
glimpse of the ballet world, from early
production planning basics to viewing
a live performance. More importantly,
these programs emphasize the impor-
tance of physical activity and positive
self-esteem.

I appreciate the tradition of excel-
lence created by the Louisville Ballet
Company and their efforts to reach out
to communities. Please join me in con-
gratulating artistic director Mr. Bruce
Simpson and the Louisville Ballet
Company and wishing them another
wonderful 50 years and beyond.e

———
TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW R. DUKSA,
SR.
e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise

today to celebrate the life of Matthew
R. Duksa, Sr., a Connecticut business-
man who passed away on November 28,
2002. Mr. Duksa, known as ‘‘Mattie” to
many of his friends, was born and
raised on Oak Bluff Farm, his family’s
dairy farm in Southington, CT. He
graduated from Lewis High School and
then attended the Cheshire Academy
and the Connecticut College of Com-
merce in New Haven. Later, he grad-
uated Magna Cum Laude from the
McAllister School of Embalming in
New York.

In 1949, Mattie opened the Borawski-
Duksa Funeral Home in New Britain,
CT and began a career providing com-
fort to families in their darkest hours.
In 1952, he established the Newington
Memorial Funeral Home in Newington,
CT. He served as president of both
firms until his death this past Novem-
ber.

Too often we think of community
service as some immediate, extraor-
dinary act or some heroic event. But
communities are shaped by the daily
routines and simple acts of Kkindness
and respect that citizens display each
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